RURAL WHITE PAPER IMPLEMENTATION

The following charts summarise progress in implementing the commitments we made in the Rural White Paper, Our Countryside:
the future – A fair deal for rural England. The charts give an overview of what has been achieved in a compact format and are not
intended to be exhaustive. The full [hyperlink:] Rural White Paper Implementation Plan reports on every commitment.
The charts include the majority of significant commitments. It indicates those that have been completed; those where the target
date for completion has not yet been reached and those where the original target date for completion has been revised. A number
of key White Paper commitments relating to annual funding programmes, which do not fit the above format, are also highlighted.
(See key) Each entry is cross referenced to the relevant paragraph of the Rural White Paper.

Chapter 2: A New Standard for Village Services
Lapse of time in annual (funding) programme

Scheduled completion date

Revised target date for completion

January 2001

January 2002

January 2003

Completed
January 2004

January 2005

2.1.3 Publish Revised Rural
Service Standard (2003)

Footnote: The charts record the position as at 30 April 2003 and it is inevitable that some entries have subsequently become out of date. We aim to update the charts
periodically and, in future, to reduce the time lapse between gathering the information from those in the lead in implementing each commitment and placing updates on the
website. In general the dates shown on the charts are accurate to the scale of a month, but in a few cases timeframes have been arbitrarily extended to enable events to be
recorded on the charts (eg where a commitment was actually completed before January 2001 or only fully defined after that date).

Chapter 3: Vital Villages Services
January 2001
3.2.2 Expand village shops rate relief to more food shops
3.2.5 Operate Community Service Fund (15m over 3 years) to sustain/ reestablish village services

January 2002

January 2003

January 2004

January 2005
Lapse of time in
annual (funding)
programme

3.2.3 Extend rate relief to some village pubs and garages
3.2.4 Operate grants for Listed Places of Worship Scheme

Scheduled
completion date

3.3.1 Remove introductory payment previously required by subpostmasters
3.3.1 Introduce £2m fund to help relocate and refurbish rural post offices

Revised target date
for completion

3.3.2 Pilot and evaluate the "Your Guide" pilot
3.3.3 Government and Post Office develop universal banking system
3.4.2 Operate single Small School Fund £80m per year to assist small
schools
3.4.3 Connect all schools to the Internet
3.4.4 Expand Community School Network to 4000 members
3.5.2 1.6 million new childcare places by 2004
3.5.2 Launch Forum for Rural Children and Young People (FRCYP)

Completed

Chapter 4: Modern rural services
January 2001

January 2002

January 2003

January 2004

January 2005

4.2.4 NHS Direct refers people to help from their local pharmacy
4.2.6 Provide over 100 one-stop Primary Care centres or mobile units in rural
areas

Lapse of time in
annual (funding)
Programme

4.2.8 Provide 7000 extra NHS beds nationally, many in local facilities
4.2.8 Ambulance trusts achieve new (March 2001) response times target
4.2.8 Guarantee access to a primary health care professional within 24 hours
and GP within 48 hours
4.2.8 Connect all GP practices to NHSnet
4.2.9 Pilot Care Direct in rural areas

Scheduled
completion date

Revised target date
for completion

4.3.2 Rollout Connexions service nationally
4.3.3 Consider final report of pilots on education maintenance allowance for 1618yr olds
4.4.12 Establish £22m fund for Sure Start small programmes in rural areas
4.4.14 Appoint 38 additional community development worker posts in RCC's
4.4.15 Publish National standards for public libraries
4.4.17 Commence Spaces for Sports and Arts projects
4.4.17 Commence Creative Partnerships
4.5.4 Announce successful councils for crime reduction in rural areas Beacon
Councils theme
4.5.15 Launch Rural Crime Toolkit

Completed

Chapter 5: An Affordable Home
January 2001

January 2002

January 2003

January 2004

January 2005

5.2.1 Issue revised Housing Investment Programme guidance
5.2.1 Assessment framework for GOs to cover 'fit for purpose' housing needs
assessment
5.3.2 Double the number of dwellings through the Housing Corporation rural
programme in small settlements

Lapse of time in
annual (funding)
programme

Scheduled
completion date

5.3.3 Launch Housing Corporation rural strategy
5.3.4 Allocate Starter Homes Initiative funding to help public sector workers in
rural areas purchase own home

Revised target date
for completion

5.4.6 Extend Rural Housing Enabler scheme to cover every English county by
March 2005
5.5.6 Issue consultation on giving Local Authorities discretion to end 50%
discount on council tax on 2nd homes, consider responses and announce
findings
5.5.6 Announce details of £13m pilots to support 'choice-based' lettings
5.5.6 Reduce VAT to 5% for properties empty 3 or more years to encourage
residential conversions

Completed

Chapter 6: Flexible Local Transport

January 2001
6.2.1 Publish PPG13

6.3.1 Introduce package of measures to reduce taxation for motorists
6.3.2 Government's response to 'Working w ith Motorist' forum report to extend
social car schemes
6.3.4 Establish at least one Rural Transport Partnership per county

January 2002

January 2003

January 2004

January 2005
Lapse of time in
annual (funding)
programme

Scheduled
completion date

6.3.4 Establish 500 new transport projects
6.3.4 Evaluate existing Wheels to Work scheme

Revised target date
for completion

6.3.5 Operate new Parish Transport Fund: £15m over three years
6.4.2 Continue Rural Bus subsidy, £132m available over three years
6.4.4 Continue Rural Bus Challenge minimum of £20m each year over three
years
6.4.8 Publish new guidance on w hat the law already allow s on flexible public
transport services
6.4.9 Revised regulations in place to encourage flexibly routed bus services
6.4.11 Introduce legislation to broaden eligibility for fuel duty rebate for
community transport
6.4.11 Develop consultation on rules to allow the expansion of community
transport
6.4.16 Support Community Rail Partnerships w ith additional £200,000 over 3
years
6.4.17 Fund more Rail Passenger Partnerships
6.5.2 Local Transport Plans guidance on good practice
6.5.3 Empow er LAs to require bus companies to provide and display service
information (Transport Act 2000)

Completed

Chapter 6: Flexible Local Transport (continued)
January 2001
6.6.2 Produce simpler system of setting speed limits in rural areas: Issue
guidance on use of simplified procedures.
6.6.2 Issue guidance on 30mph speed limits in villages
6.6.2 Extend the pilot speed camera scheme in rural areas to all areas

January 2002

January 2003

January 2004

January 2005
Lapse of time in
annual (funding)
programme

Scheduled
completion date

6.6.2 Issue guidance on new measures for reducing vehicle speeds
6.6.7 Publish draft regulations on Quiet Lanes

Revised target
date for completion

Completed

Chapter 7: Market Towns and a Thriving Local Economy
January 2001
7.2.5 Provide £37m over 3 years to implement action plans for regeneration of
around 100 market tow ns
7.2.7 Confirm 100% Capital Allow ance for creating flats over shops
7.3.5 25 local community partnerships w hich w ill develop innovative approaches
to sustainable rural development through £50m LEADER+ programme
7.4.4 Publish joint English Tourism and Countryside Agency tourism strategy
7.4.5 Review PPG 21 on tourism and publish consultation document
7.5.3 'Electronic Rural Portal' for farming now revised to e-Communications
Programme pilot started
7.5.9 Report on transport provision to assist Learning of Skills Councils in
considering rural needs
7.6.2 Establish Small Business Council Rural Issues group
7.6.2 / 8.3.4 Provide tailored advice through Business Links to help 15,000
farmers
7.6.6 Confirm proposals to reduce the rate burden on small businesses

January 2002

January 2003

January 2004

January 2005

Lapse of time in
annual (funding)
programme
Scheduled
completion date

Revised target
date for
completion
Completed

Chapter 8: A New Future for Farming

January 2001
8.2.4 Prepare for mid-term review s of commodity regimes and World Trade
Organisation negotiations to further reform CAP
8.2.5 Evaluate England Rural Development Programme at mid-term

January 2002

January 2003

January 2004

January 2005

Lapse of time in
annual (funding)
programme

8.2.7 Launch new arrangements for helping small and medium-sized abattoirs
8.2.7 Publish response to the report of Task force on efficiencies in milk
supply chain

Scheduled
completion date

8.2.7 Abolish vehicle excise duty on tractors
8.3.4 Operate marketing grants through ERDP by Dec 2006
8.3.6 Introduce code of practice to clarify relations betw een supermarkets
and suppliers
8.4.2 Publish the 'DEFRA - Farm Diversification' manual
8.4.6 Issue clarification of planning guidance (PPG7) in respect of farm
diversification proposals
8.4.6 Publish farmers guide to the planning system
8.4.6 Extend the Redundant Buildings Grant scheme
8.4.7 Introduce rate relief for farm diversification
8.5.3 New advisory body to replace United Kingdom Register of Organic Food
Standards
8.5.3 Introduce combined subsidy and cattle identification inspections
8.5.3 Launch an electronic data transfer in the cattle tracing system
8.5.4 Publish a task force report on the burdens of food regulations on small
business
8.6.2 Present Environment Agency draft research report to the Fly tipping
forum

Revised target date
for completion

Completed

Chapter 9: Conserving and Enhancing Our Countryside

January 2001
9.2.4 Build 60% of additional housing on previously developed land by Dec 2008
9.2.4 Issue final guidance on sport, open space and recreation (PPG17)
9.2.5 Issue new planning guidance to discourage further housing in high flood risk
areas (PPG 25)
9.3.2 Report on good practice advice on evaluating BMV agricultural land
published (terminated)
9.3.4 Repeal powers of Minister for Agriculture to intervene in decisions on BMV
land
9.3.4 Publish consultation on soil strategy for England
9.3.5 Introduce aggregates levy on primary aggregates to encourage use of
alternatives

January 2002

January 2003

January 2004

January 2005
Lapse of time in
annual (funding)
programme

Scheduled completion
date

Revised target date
for completion

9.3.5 Announce decision on new sustainability fund
9.3.6 Introduce regulations on application of environmental impact assessment for
intensive agriculture operations
9.3.8 Develop, support and fund 1,400 Local Heritage Initiative projects
9.4.2 Publish consultation on National Ambient Noise Strategy
9.4.2 Complete first stage noise mapping for inclusion in National Ambient Noise
Strategy
9.4.3 Provide 2,500 miles of trunk road network with low-noise surfaces by March
2011
9.5.2 Publish a measure of change in countryside quality
9.6.1 Implement new funding formula (increased grants) for National Parks
9.6.1 Submit designation order for proposed New Forest National Park
9.6.1 Designation order for proposed South Downs National Park
9.6.1 LAs adopt statutorily required management plans for every AONB
9.6.5 Publish results of consultation to improve the law on protection of commons

Completed

Chapter 10: Restoring and Maintaining Wildlife Diversity and the Natural Environment
January 2001
10.2.1 Ensure 95% of SSSIs are brought into favourable condition by March 2010
10.2.1 Implement review of UK Ramsar site list and rolling programme of
additional sites by March 2005
10.2.2 Issue national guidelines for identification and management of local wildlife
sites
10.2.2 Complete research on how to avoid damage to local sites by activities
outside the planning system

January 2002

January 2003

January 2004

January 2005
Lapse of time in
annual (funding)
Programme

Scheduled
completion date

10.3.2 Publish biodiversity strategy for England
10.3.2 All local authorities have local BAPs in their community strategies by Dec
2005
10.3.5 Review the Control of Trade In Endangered Species enforcement
regulations
10.3.5 Set up National Wildlife Crime Intelligence Unit
10.3.5 Complete review of policy on alien and invasive species
10.3.13 Improve compliance with river quality objectives to at least 91% by Dec
2005
10.3.13 Designation of further nitrate vulnerable zones measures entered into
force

Revised target date
for completion

Completed

Chapter 11: Increasing Enjoyment of the Countryside
January 2001

January 2002

January 2003

January 2004

January 2005

11.2.1 Access to Countryside (provisional and Conclusive maps) - England reg:
2002/1710 came into force
11.2.1 Issue provisional map for South East England

Lapse of time in
annual (funding)
programme

11.2.1 Issue provisional map for Low er North West England
11.2.1 Issue consultation paper on the correction of errors on provisional and
conclusive maps
11.2.2 Issue Consultation paper on regulations under section 16 of the
Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000
11.2.4 Ensure 10% improvement in defining, maintaining and publicising Rights
of Way netw ork by Dec 2005
11.3.1. New vision on improving countryside around tow ns
11.3.1 Enable 200 communities in urban and rural England to plan, design,
create and manage their ow n green spaces by Mar 2006
11.3.1 Undertake health check for 100 country parks
11.3.1 Publish 'Tow ards a country park renaissance' including best practice
guidance for country parks
11.3.7 A new Country Code being developed
11.3.11 Publish research report on optimising recreational possibilities for w ater

Scheduled
completion date

Revised target
date for completion

Completed

Chapter 12: Local Power for Country Towns and Villages
January 2001
12.2.2 Introduce concept of 'Quality' Parish and Town Councils
12.2.4 Amended guidance on changes to Best Value in respect of parish and
town councils
12.2.6 Launch National Training Strategy Implementation to provide training
and support to local councils

January 2002

January 2003

January 2004

January 2005
Lapse of time in
annual (funding)
programme

Scheduled
completion date

12.2.6 Equip every local council with access to internet-linked management
and best practice toolkit
12.3.3 Establish Parish plans fund (£5m over 3 years) to help communities
prepare their own town and village plan

Revised target date
for completion

12.5.5 Issue consultation document on Funding Community Groups

Completed

Chapter 13: Thinking Rural
January 2001 January 2002 January 2003 January 2004 January 2005
13.2.1 CA publish report on rural aspects of government policies
13.2.1 Publish Rural Checklist
13.3.2 Publish next regional 'State of the Countryside' reports
13.3.3. Establish new Rural Development Service

Lapse of time in
annual (funding)
programme
Scheduled
completion date

13.3.3 Establish Rural Payments Agency
13.4.1 Publish 'State of the Countryside' report 2001

Revised target
date for completion

13.4.1 Publish 'State of the Countryside' report 2002
13.4.1 Establish Rural Affairs Forum for England
13.4.3 Establish Rural Affairs Forum for each region

Completed

Chapter 14: Reviewing Progress
January 2001
14.2.2 Report on 15 national rural indicators (See Chapter 13: State of the Countryside
Report - 13.3.2 above)
14.3.1 Prepare evaluation plan on the key White Paper policies
14.1Publish outcome of reviewof urban and rural definitions

January 2002

January 2003

January 2004

January 2005
Lapse of time in
annual (funding)
programme
Scheduled
completion date

14.4.1Rural Affairs Forum and Cabinet Committee reviewprogress against objectives
14.4.1 Publish comprehensive report of progress of White Paper strategy by Dec 2005

Revised target
date for completion

Completed

